
Mornington Botanical Rose Gardens
Pruning Weekend - 13/14 July 2019



The weather forecast promised rain, hail, arctic winds, a top temperature of just 12℃ 
(with a wind chill factor bought it down to a chilly 7℃!), very little sunshine, and for 
once it was indeed accurate! The weather conditions were appalling all day and the 
best place to be was the warm kitchen (lucky ladies)!

We had in excess of 50 very brave volunteers who attended each day. What a great 
attendance in such miserable conditions. There were even 30 members of the public  
who braved the elements for the pruning demonstrations! Our true dedication to our 
roses! Many thanks to Ron F for arranging the "show bags" for the demonstration 
participants.  Items in bags were kindly donated by Neutrog and Bunnings.

Very generous volunteers provided amazing food in huge quantities  and I don’t think 
anyone went home hungry.  The soups, sandwiches, cakes and slices, scones, fruit 
platters, herb breads, as well as the hot food were all very welcomed by the hungry 
hordes coming in out of the cold at each break.  

A special thank you to the team in the kitchen, without whom it wouldn’t have run like 
clockwork. Jill, Muriel, Eve, Faye, Liz and Barbara were there for set up on Friday, all 
day from 8.00 am on Saturday and Sunday and then cleaned up at the end and put the 
room back to normal before going home. A big thank you to Jill for implementing  
your super organisational skills.  Great effort ladies - appreciated by all!  

Finally, it was a very successful weekend all round, not much more pruning
left to be finished off and the boys did a fantastic job in getting rid of those 
tiresome prunings in such an efficient manner.  

A huge thank you to all who contributed one way or another. Let's hope 
the weather next year might be kinder to us ! 



The weather was grim … 
Despite this, the Stall was still open! 



Pruning Demonstrations 
A total success …they came from far and near



WET … WET … WET!



Our Men at Work



Best team of volunteers! 



Guess who …? 



The kitchen team in charge of the 
amazing food welcomed by our hungry volunteers  



And so it ended … until next year. 

To everyone, a BIG …


